WORLD BANK LEGAL REVIEW, VOLUME 7

CONCEPT NOTE



Background

Each year, LEG VPU publishes the World Bank Legal Review, a publication for policy makers and their advisors, judges, attorneys and other professionals engaged in the field of international development with a particular focus on law, justice and development. With contributions from both legal scholars and practitioners, the Legal Review offers a combination of legal scholarship, lessons from experience, legal developments and research on the many ways in which the law and justice systems help promote poverty reduction, economic development and the rule of law. 

The international community is currently engaged in defining the post-2015 development agenda. The twin points of departure that form the foundation for this discussion are the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the Rio+20 Principles. In December 2014, the Secretary-General of the United Nations submitted a report entitled “The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet” to the United Nations General Assembly. The Report synthesizes discussions in the community on a global sustainable development agenda beyond 2015, include 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).[footnoteRef:1] The agenda for 2015 shall commence with the Third International Conference on Financing for Development[footnoteRef:2] in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from Monday, 13 July to Thursday 16 July; concluding with the United Nations Summit for the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda, in New York from Monday, 28 September to Wednesday 30 September. [1:  http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/68/970&Lang=E ]  [2:  http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/overview/third-conference-ffd.html ] 


This seventh volume of the Legal Review will mainly focus on the role of law and justice systems in financing and implementing the post-2015 development agenda, a central theme of the 2014 Law, Justice & Development Week.


Working Title/Overall Theme:

Financing and Implementing the Post-2015 Development Agenda: The Role of Law and Justice Systems

Objective

The objective of this seventh volume of the Legal Review is to make a significant intellectual contribution to the global discussion surrounding the Post-2015 Development Agenda, with specific focus on the ways in which the law and justice systems can promote the agenda. 

Contributions

Contributions may focus on any or all of the three specific thematic areas mentioned below, or otherwise relate to this year’s overall theme. Contributions would ideally relate to legal approaches, but we also welcome contributions that venture into multidisciplinary perspectives. We will also consider a limited number of contributions on topical subject matters relating more generally to law, justice and development, or to the law of international organizations. 

Target Contributors

We welcome contributions from development experts, international lawyers, academics, researchers, legal practitioners, public and civil servants, economists, and professionals from different disciplines within the thematic areas. Speakers and other participants in the 2014 Law, Justice & Development Week will be invited to submit contributions relating to the topics on which they spoke during the Week. 

Suggested Specific Thematic Areas

Contributions may, but are not required to, examine one of the following specific thematic areas under the broad overall theme for the volume mentioned above:

· Financing the post-2015 development agenda.
· Implementing the post-2015 development agenda.
· Social and economic equity in the post-2015 development agenda.

Financing the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  In the aftermath of the global financial crisis, the world of international development has been faced with the twin problems of restricted aid budgets and rapidly escalating developmental challenges. International financial institutions (IFIs) face capital constraints or other limitations on their ability to substantially increase lending, investment, and grant activities. At the same time, the complexities and urgency of delivering sustainable developmental assistance have increased. Faced with these challenges, the development community has been searching for innovating solutions to mobilize additional development capital and increase the impact of development resources. These solutions almost always involve significant legal issues and substantial legal involvement in structuring and implementation. 

Contributions in this thematic area could explore financial solutions being currently deployed in the development community, the legal complexities faced in these solutions and explore areas for further legal collaboration to act as a catalyst in innovating solutions for the problems faced in development today.

Implementing the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  The consequences of the rapid globalization of law have become sharply manifested in developing countries, where the interplay between international law, national legal systems, and, in many cases, local norms, has resulted in multiple legal and normative constellations. These tend to be fragmented and underpinned by fundamentally different sets of values, creating a variety of problems, including problems of smoothly implementing development activities. 

Contributions in this thematic area could explore the aspects of implementation of laws, addressing the fundamental questions of how the laws are made, the legal systems are formed, how they operate, and to what extent they could be instrumental in contributing to achieving the SDGs. 

Social and Economic Rights in the Post-2015 Development Agenda. The Road to Dignity calls for ensuring that all actions to implement the post-2015 development agenda “respect and advance human rights, in full coherence with international standards.” [footnoteRef:3] The report goes on to observe that “human development is also the respect of human rights”[footnoteRef:4] and that “laws and institutions must protect human rights and fundamental freedoms” in order to promote safe and peaceful societies and strong institutions.[footnoteRef:5] There is a broad consensus emerging from discussions on the SDGs that human rights are important as enablers and drivers, strategies and approaches for sustainable development, even if not enumerated as explicit goals.  [3:  See paragraph 65, page 19. ]  [4:  Id., paragraph 69, page 21. ]  [5:  Id., paragraph 77, page 23. ] 


Contributions in this thematic area could explore questions such as: What is the value added of economic and social rights in the post-2015 agenda? What are the implications of an explicit versus implicit integration of rights? Which rights have most relevance at the national level or the international level?  Beyond a strict focus on economic and social rights, there are other potential rights-related themes that could be explored, such as the role of law and justice systems in creating peaceful, non-violent and inclusive societies, gender equality and women’s empowerment, and employment and decent work for all.
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